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This application has been carefully studied and amended in 
view of the Office Action dated August 25, 2005. Reconsideration 
of that action is requested in view of the following. 

The indication of allowability of claims 12, 16-17 and 19-20 
is noted with appreciation. Of those claims claims 17 and 19 
have been written in independent form. Claim 12 remains 
dependent on claim 4 and claim 16 remains dependent on claim 15. 
Claim 20 remains dependent on allowable claim 19. 

It is respectfully submitted that parent claim 1 and its 
dependent claims are patentable over the prior art and 
particularly over Schaaf whether taken alone or in view of 
Watmough, Claim 1 has been amended to make clear the 
relationship between certain of the components of the assembly- 
In that regard, claim 1 previously recited the probe as 
"extending through said cylinder and mounted for joint back and 
forth movement with the cylinder". Claim 1 has now been amended 
to make clear that this joint movement is the result of the 
mounting of the probe with regard to the cylinder so that the 
back and forth movement of the probe is in response to the back 
and forth movement of the cylinder. Thus, both the probe and the 
cylinder move jointly. To make this feature absolutely clear 
claim 1 has now been amended to define the probe as "ext ending - 
through said cylinder with .said cylinder being between said clamp 
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mechanism and said probe and said probe being mounted for back 
and forth movement with said cylinder in response to the back and 
forth movement of said cylinder''. It is submitted that this 
amendment to claim 1 does not introduce new elements and does not 
raise any new issues. Rather, it is simply an amplification or 
clarification of what had been previously defined. In that 
regard, claim 1 previously defined the cylinder as being clamped 
in the clamp mechanism and the probe as extending through the 
cylinder. Such arrangement would dispose the cylinder between 
the clamp mechanism and the probe. Claim 1, as previously noted, 
also defined the probe as being mounted for joint movement with 
the cylinder. Attached is a copy of page 760 of Webster's New 
World Dictionary , second college edition which contains the 
definition of "joint" and of v join". When used as an adjective 
"joint" means common to two or more actions. In addition, when 
tt joint" is used as an adjective, reference is made to the 
definition of "join"- "Join", in turn, means *l. to put or bring 
together; connect; fasten 2, to make into one; unite". 
Accordingly as previously defined in claim 1, the joint movement 
of the probe and cylinder meant a common or united movement. 
Thus,, the amendment to claim 1 which replaces * joint " with w in 
response to the back and forth movement of said cylinder" is 
consistent with and does not introduce new issues as regards 
claim 1 before amendment. 

^9- 
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In rejecting claim 1 and various dependent claims over 
Schaaf the Examiner took the position that the element 34 is the 
cylinder which is clamped in the clamp mechanism. What Schaaf 
specifically discloses is that the guide tube 34 and the surgical 
tool 35 are independently connected to the exit shaft 66 of the 
electric motor. Accordingly/ Figure 6A uses two different 
directional arrows, namely, arrow X.l to illustrate the movement 
of the guide tube 34 and the arrow X.2 for the movement of the 
surgical tool 35. Note also the specific and unequivocal 
statement at column 9, line SS to column 10, line 4 that "The 
surgical tool 35.. -is in operative connection with the exit shaft 
66 of the electric motor 65 via a coupling 75. , .The coupling 75 
comprises a pressure piece 71 which is f astened. . . to the proximal 
end of the surgical tool 35 which is disposed within the guide 
tube 3 4." Thus, although the surgical tool 35 is "within" the 
guide tube 34, the mechanism for causing the reciprocal movement 
of the. surgical tool is by means of attaching the end of the 
surgical tool to the motor shaft. Clearly, then the movement of 
the surgical tool (probe) in Sohaaf is not one of "joint" 
movement with the guide tube (cylinder) but rather a movement 
which is independent of the guide tube. This clearly differs 
from claim 1 where the probe and cylinder are mounted for joint 
back and forth movement as previously defined or wherein the 
movement of the probe is w in response to the back and forth 

-10- 
PAGE 10/13 s RCVD AT 11/3/2005 11:06:38 AM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNIS:2738300 * CS1D:302 661 2331 " DURATION (mm-ss):03-30 



• NOV. 3.2005 1 1:08AM 



NO. 8603 P. 11 



movement of the cylinder" as now Btated in claim 1. 

The various claims which are dependent on claim 1, but which 
had been rejected should also be allowed by reason of their 
dependency on claim 1 and for the features defined in those 
claims* Note is made, for example/ with regard to claim 5 which 
defined a plunger telescopically mounted in the cylinder for 
relative movement between the cylinder and the plunger. In 
rejecting claim 5 the Examiner referred to Schaaf as disclosing 
*a plunger telescopically mounted in the cylinder" . It is not 
apparent, however, what structure the Examiner specifically has 
in mind when referring to the plunger. What is illustrated in 
Schaaf as being telescopically mounted in the cylinder is the 
surgical tool 35 within the guide tube 34. It is. not apparent 
what other structure is being referred to as being within the 
guide tube 34. Figure 3A and Figure 6A, for example, show a 
further structural element 33 which is designated by Schaaf as 
being a channel, but the channel 34 is outside of or around the 
guide 34 and not telescopically mounted tt in" the guide 
(cylinder) . 

Reconsideration is also requested of the reliance on 
Watmough with regard to the rejection of the various dependent 
claims defining the back and forth movement as being in a 
direction perpendicular to the longitudinal axis of the spindle. 
No issue is taken that such relative movement is disclosed in 
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PAGE 11/13 * RCVD AT 1113/2005 11:06:38 AM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/29 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:302 661 2331 ' DURATION (mm-ss):03-30 



NOV. 3.2005 1 1:08AM 



NO. 8603 P. 12 



Watmough. Issue is, however, taken with the obviousness of 
applying the Watmough disclosure to the Schaaf device. The 



clearly longitudinally arranged in the same longitudinal 
direction as the guide tube 34 and surgical tool 35. A complete 
redesign of the Schaaf device would be necessary, without any 
motivation for such redesign, in order to make the direction of 
movement of the guide tube and surgical tool perpendicular to the 
longitudinal axis of the spindle. In order for the references to 
be properly combined there must be some motivation from the prior 
art to make that combination. Nothing in either Schaaf or 
Watmough gives any hint of the desirability or motivation for 
such combination- This is particularly so in view of the drastic 
redesign that would be necessary in Schaaf without any teaching 
as to how such could be done by Watmough. 

For the reasons given above it is respectfully submitted 
that his application should be passed to issue. If the Examiner 
still maintains his rejection then it is respectfully requested 
that this amendment be entered for purposes of appeal . 



actuator 70 which the Examiner construes as being a spindle is 
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mpcrary change of direction, a* i n a road or onc'a course 
vi. ioftftetl, Jon'glng to form or make a jog /turn left 
where the road /off*/ 
Jofi SjxlA (jaer'irj) n. the practice of trottfcis at a slow. 
i B 5?2&SW5P * or 8 ° m * twice asa form of e.xerciso 
Joh flitfjtlv — rt . a sfeht jolt <f j ^ 

jog-fle* (-1) 71. C< jocaj I. 0) a joint made between two 
surfaces of wood, atone, etc. by cutting a notch in one and 
makinxr a projection in the other to fit into it b) a notch or 
projection for such a joint 2. same as dowel — vt. -fcled, 
-fiHafi to fasten or join by joggles 
joggle post 1. a post made of pieces joined by jogfeles 

z. a post with shoulders to receive the feel of struts 
Ja *J a -k*£t& (jte'ya ktoru) city in C Jam Indonesia: 
pop, 313,000 

jog trot 1. a alow, steady trot 2. a routine, monotonous, 

or leisurely way of doing something 
Jo-han-na ha han'a) afenunine name: seo Joanna 
Jo-tan-nes 05 han^to) n.. pi. -nee t< ML. Johannes for 
John V\ king of Portugal (f 7<k>-50), who first issued them] 
a Portuguese gold coin of the 18th and 19th cent. 
Jo-han-rtca^burg (jo han'ia burg', yo han'ia.) city in the 

Transvaal, NE South Africa: pop. 1,153,000 
JO-hnnnlne (jo han'on, 4n) adj.J< ML. Johannes (see rT,) 
+ -tttafl of or characteristic of the Apostle John 
John (jSn) [ME. Jem < OPr. JohQn.Jchan. Jan < ML. 
Joftoflrw < LL.(Ec> Joannes < Qr.fec) /townsr < Hcb, 
yo^nan, eontr. < yehuhunan, lit.. Yahweh ia gracious] 
1. a masculine name: dim. Jn ck, JohnnU. Johnny; cquiv. 
Fr. Jean, Ger. Johanh., Johannes. Hans. It. Giovanni, Pol, 
/<m, Ru«. J/rn*, Sp. Ju<m; fern. Jfl«d. Jeanne. Jo**, 
Joanna, Johanna 2. (called John Laehlan(C\ U67?-l2l6; 
kin^of England (1 199-121 0) : forced by his barons 10 sign 

""3- Bible a) a 

n -in the fourth 

d the Book of Rev. 
--»eq in? Jivaneensi and the Divine: also called 
Satnt Joint: his dftyja Dec. 27 fr) the fourth boolc of the 
of the three ISpiatle* of John 




joint'Stock company 



thcMagfla Cli&rta (1215); son of Hkwry II 
Chnshan apostle, credited with having written the fourth 
Gospel, the three Epistles of John, and the Book of Rev. 
elation: called the Rpang eh 'it and Ihe Divine: also called 



New Testament c) any _. ... 
d) saw as John tub Baptist 
Sobieski) ' 

(lW 



esh) 1624-06; kjuB of Poland (1674-96) 5. J 
H (born Antilo Giuseppe Roncalli) I$$l-19oJ; I 
W*) Auftuacuft (Wwin), 1879-1961; Eng. p«„„« 
John (jin) n. [Slang] 1 . a toilet e>2. [also J-] a) anv man, 
cap. one who is an easy mark ft) a customer of a prostitute 
John Barleycorn [sec IMBleycorn] * PcnonifUation of 



4. John 111 (born JaJbn, 

John 

Pope 
painter 



Corn liquor, malt liquor, etc. 
*Johivboat (jiln'bBt') n. a 
John Bull [title character in John Arl>uthnot\ 
John Bull (1712)1 a Personification of England or an Eng. 



a sldflf with a flat bottom 

5 History of 



iishm&n 
John Doc see Doc 

John Do ry (dOr'B) pi. John Do'rys [John + Doav 1 ] I. an 
edibl*, saltwater, European fish {Zens fabtr). with a 
yellow-ringed black spot on each side of its flat body 2. a 
similar American Esh (Zewpsis ocellata) of a Hilvory color 

John Hancock ttfColloq.] one's signature: so called because 
John Hancock b signature on the Declaration of Independ- 
ence is bold and lceibla 

John Henry, 1- legendary, usually black, hero of an 
American ballad, who died while pitting his *tre™th with 
a alcdge hammer against that of a steam drill *2. [Colloq.] 
onc'a aignature 

John k ny» Johii-nle (jHn'B) a nickname for John — n. t <pi, 
-nle* [cf. JACK'J [Chiefly Brit. Colloq.] any man or hoy 
john-ny Gan'S) n.. pi. -ntea [< ?1 *a short muslin ^own 
witji short sleeves and a back opening that i* closed with 
tics, worn as by hospital patients 
*john*ny-cake VakO nt [aice^d ^ aft . ei 7 0HNPrv a 

cake) < north Eng. dial, janwocft, johnnlck, a broad of oat» 
meal or wheat floujj a kind of com bread baked on a ariddla 
»John-i*y-come-late.Iy (-lcum'lat^ n. [Colioq.J one who 

l^as only lately come to a place, position, or viewpoint 
wJohn-ny-Jump-trp Gjutnp'up*) n. I. same 11s wu,o 
paN3Y Z. a popular name for DAFRDDir, 3. any of various 
American violets * 

who 5* ready and 
^ea aiso jonn'ny-on-rhe-spor' n. 
npBHNY + rrb(rl)] a personification 
derate solcher 

3«unt (gCat) DuKc of Lancaster. 134M9; 
rounder of the house of Lancaster; son of Edward III 
John Paul I Mgfro Lucianf) 1912-78; Pope (1976) 
John Paul II (KMol Wajtyld) 1920- ; Pnpe \t97ir- ) 
Jo ]%" S ?r n c ( ^H , i>Ls I \ Allt,rew ' lS08-7S:>7th president 
of the U.S. 2. James Wei -don (welMsn), 1871- 

1938: U S writer & diplomat 3. Lyndon Bain« (lin'don 
bans), l°0S-73: 36th preai dent of the U.S. (1963-69) 
4. 8amuel. 1709-84; Bng. Iexkofifraphcr, writer. & critic: 
known as Dr. Johnson 
John-SOrj-eaB (j5n'W nes') n. tlie literary style of. or like 
that of- Samuel Johnion, ▼ariousiy characterized by erudi- 
tion, Latimsms. heaviness, pomposity, etc. 
ft Johnson erasa a forage and pasture grass {Sorahum 

haleptnse). widespread in the S U.S.. often as a weed 
J ohn-ao.nl. an Can sB'tteon) aoV- bf. like. Or characteristic 
of Samuel Johnson or his atyle — 77. an imitator, admirer. 



o Johnny on the Spot [Colloq.] a porson 

at hand whenever needed Also John'ny-on- the-apbt' n 
Johnny Reb (reb) [JOBfrnv + rrb(rl)] - - 



of a Conf ed< 
a of G 



John 



A Johnson noise [aftor J. B. Johnson, 20th-c U.S. physi- 
™t] ^mri baekgr^d noiae in a radio receiver . 

Johns- ton (i^n/sten) 1» Allien Sidney. 1S03-62; Confcd- 
^ara?" 1 J°»l>h EaftJesroD, 1807-91; Confederate 

Johns-town .GHnx'toun') [af ccr Joseph Johns, local land- 
owner] city m SW Pa.! afte of a diaaatrous flood.(l889): 
pop. 

John the Baptist BibU the forerunner and baptizex of' 
Jesus: he was] kiUed by Herod 1 Matt. 3 oapnzeT 01 

Jo-hpro (ja h6r') atate of Malaya, at the tip oi the Malay 

Peninsula: 7,330 aq. ml.; pop. 1,217,000 . ■« 
$jolc de vi.we izhw&d *&vr>) '[Pr-1 joy of living; zcstfuJ 
enjoyment of life 
join Gain) yi. [ME. joint* < OFr. Jomolrc < L. jtmecrr, to 
bmd together, YOkEj 1. to put or bring together; connect: • 
fasten 2. to make into one; unite [join forces, Jofn people 
JPQVffiP-L-Ti *P hecome a part or member of; enter into 



jointure 



aaaoeiation with { 'to Join a club/ 4. to 
with / the path joins the highway/ 5 



go to and' combine 
a) to enter into the 
■y 6) to participate 
; Congratulating you/ 

^ — . . . connect with a straight 

line or cuTfc -^vL 1. to come together \ meet 2,- a) to enter 
into association b) to become a member of a group or 
OTgamaation Often with up 3. to participate (in a con- 
versation, singmfc, etc.) — n. a place of joArtanfr scam in«a 
coat Is a join] y-join battle to r start fighting or competing 

A . 19 *° £ toeral T crm i^elyins a bnAeinft or coraiag 

togstner of two W more thm« and may suggest direct contact, 
afflliation, etc.; combine implies a nringiijjg tcgsrher el tfnnfla, 
Wten with a loss of ihatincUajj of elements rtlRt- completely mcrzC 
Willj One anochcr/to combine mlllc and w^ter/t unite imn)i<» a 
Joining or cerablmnfi of thines to form a itnzlo whole /"the V»i<«f 
Stated; connect implies attachment by some fcstenuiff or re- 
lationship (reads eannceKd by a bridge, ihe dirties cowtted with 
a job/; link stresses firmness of a cOmifeetiQfl [ linked together m 
H common cau*cj; susoeUce implies a jaming with another or 
otnars a* a corapanlon, partner, etc. and, in cxteodeQ use. suggests 
a cormectipn made in the mind [to assoelaft Preud's name with 
Udate implies a merfier of distinct and 
whole for resultmB compaetAsaa, 
debti; —ANT*. 



psychoanalysis./.- conoolld 
separate units iaxo 

strength, efficienc; 



ncy. etc. [to cousolidats one's 

separate, part 

Join-der (-dar) n. [Fr, jknnoVa, a use of inf. as n.; seeprcc.l 
l* a joimnjgr; act ot rncctuyi or corning together 2. Lotd/v) a 
joining of causes b) a jcininz of parties as coplaintifTa or 
eodefendants e) a uniting; on facta, or procedure d) au 
accepting of an issue offered , , 

joln.er (-ar) n. [MB. jomur < OFr. joignour < joindre: 
bob join] 1 . a person or thing that joins 2 . a workman who , 
constructs and finishes interior woodwork, aa doors, mold- 
ing, stairs, etc. [CoIIoq.] a person given to joining 
various organizations 

lOin- ex-y (-^r g> n. the work or skill of a ioiner 

jol«t r (jcnnt) n. [ME. < OFr. < L. juncUs t pp. of Junker*,} 
to jom, YOKts] 1, a place or part where two things or part* 
are joined 2. the way ip which two things arc- joined, at 
such a part 3. one of the parts or sections of a jointed 
whole 4. a large cut of meat with the hone atillsu it, aa for 
a roaat *S. [Slaim] a) a cheap bar, nightclub, etc. b) any 
house, building, etc. c) a prison [Slang] a marijuana 
cigarette 7- Anat. a) a place or part where two bones or 
corresponding structures are joined, usually so that tbe.y 
can movB b) the way in which they are joined S. BoL a 
point where a branch or leaf crows Out of the stem 0, Qeot. , 
a fracture in a rock mass, along which displacement. h^s 
not occurred — adj. [OFr. joint, joints, pp. of joindrt; see 
JOIN J 1 . joined as to time; concurrent 2. common'to two 
or more persons, governments; etc, as* to ownership or 
action / a join; declaration, joint property/ 3. sharing with 
someone else ( a joint owner./ — vt. 1 . to fasten together by 
a joint or jomta 2. to give a joint or joints to 3. to preparo 
(a board or stave) for joining to another 4. to cut (meat) 
into joints; separate at the joints —out of joint \ % not in 
place at the joint; dislocated 2. disordered or disorganised 

joint account a bank account in the name of two or mcro 



)epartmont of 

Defense, cpnsiating of the'Chfef of Staff of tlie Army, the 
Chief of Naval Operations, the Chief of Staff of the Ah: 
force, and a chairman ^ 
*jomt committee a committeB with members from both 
houses Of a legislative body, or from two or more orRant* 
m zatioos ( 
joint* ed f-id) adj. having joints • 
Jolnt-er C-ar) n. 1. a poraon or machine that jointe 2. h 
»png plane uaed in dresainc boards 3. a triangular "device * 
with an cdpe, fastened to a plow beam 4. a tool' for point. 
4 ing joints, aa of brickwork * » 

jointly (-le) ado. in a joint manner; together - 
tr joint resolution a resolution paased by both houses of a » 
bicameral legislature: it has the force of a law if signed by - 
the chief executive or passed over his veto . ,a 

Joint return a single income -cax return filed by a man-icfu , 
couple, combining their individual incomes 
Joint stock stock or capital held in a common fund 
joint-stock 'company G'oiut'stak') a business- firm wiih ^ ( 
a joint stock} owned by the stockholders in shares which*.' 



join-rure (join 'char) n. [ 



joining < junterc see yc 
instance of joining 2. La* 
husband grants real prop* 
hia death ^ « the propert 
e) fObs.] the holding 01 pr 

Cjoint-weed (joint/Wed4 1 
of the buckwheat family, 
atoms, and clusters of sma 

joint. worm (-wttrnv) 
of small waap (genus Ham 
by producing gall-like two 

Join vJJlo (zhwa» vtl'). Jea 
chronicler 

iolAt (jodst) n. [ME. &U 
gestr, to lie < L. jacere. to 
the parallel beams that h 
planka of a floor or the latl 

i!?? ~Vi u i^P^de with y 

J6»kai (yB'kcd), Mau-ru, 
Io25-I904r Hung, novelist; 
M6r Cmfir) Jokal 

joke (jBW n. [L. jocus. a jol 
IE, base +jek-. to speak, wh- 

jehenj 1. anything said < 
arouse laughter; specif,, t 
anecdote with a punch li 
amusing trick played on a< 
the humorous element in 1 

3. a thine done or said me: 

4. a person or thing to bi 
senoualy, because absurd, 
joking {< the n. orL. joc 
jokes 2. 10 say or do som 
[Now Raro) to make fun c 
of jokes or teasing 2. to ba 
i?£lF8 7-.«w.jeke a serious ; 
SyN«— Joke is the mmple, b*e 
in fun Or to e*clte langhcer and 
pranks; etc.; Jcbt. the more fo 
to joking language and SUg&e 
ridicule: quip and sally a«j 
tlelam is a witty er amuaf 



a Blaag term, applies to a t 

j0k«er (jO'kar) n. 1. apera 
cunnuujly worded pr 0 vision 
etc. to make it different froi 
hidden, unsuspected dinicu] 
used in some games to repr< 
card the holder desires 5. 
used disparagingly 
Jok.ja.lcair.ca (jUk'ya kar'fe 
Jo.Ji.et (j8'15 ef. joleetO 1 
78.000 

Jo.li.et, JoMi^et (j"1e et'. 

1645-1700; Fr.-Canad. expl. 
Jo-Hot-Cu rle («hfl lyS ku i 
darekO, (boi«n Jean Fridfa 
physicist 2. l.reue (SrenOr 
Fr. nuclear physicist: wife 0 
Mane CURIc 
joMl.fy fiiU's fl/) w., tj. -fi. 
_ or be jOUy or merry — Joi'u- 



joMLry <o ts) n, [ME. joli 
1. the quality or state of b 
-ties [Bnt.J a ^lly occasion; 



ly (jal'S) oeV. -h er. .n-w 
ON. jo/, yuleJ l. full of r 
merry ;_gay: convivial 2. 
--orfv. ferit. Colioq.J very; al 
(Colloq.] M . to try to make 
able by coaxing, flattering, i 
2. to make fun of (someone, 
a British marine — act one's 
pleasure — Jol'lMy adv. —iol 
Jolly (boat) [< MDu.;offs. ya 
Jolly Roger [JOLLY + Roier, 
Rag of pirates, with white sk 
J0.I0 Wttjf island in ihc 
Mindanao; larnest island in £ 
Jolt (jolt) p. [earlier jot, to 
prop. inn. by obs. jowl, to str 
with a bumpy ride or sharp 
—51. to move along in a bun 
sodden lerk or ahake. as from . 
*3. a drink of liquor neat ^j 
Jo-nali (io'ne) rLL.(JJc) Jon 
ySnah, lit a dove] 1. a 1 
2s&*bls a) a Hebrew prophec' 
sent because h* had disobeyw 
big fish, but three days late 
unharmed b) the book telling 
said tp bring bad luck by bei. 
n Jonah crab a large, reddish, 
Amerk 



TJonan CTUD a large, r 
of the coast of N. 



r*t, ape. Q9r t ten, ev«n; is. b7tc; 
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